Using an early warning system in a medical assessment unit.
Early warning systems enable staff to detect the early signs of physiological deterioration by using scoring systems for routine observations of vital signs at the bedside of acutely ill patients. MEWS, a modified early warning system, was introduced in a medical assessment unit. However, there were some issues surrounding its effectiveness - staff sometimes failed to record patients' baseline or subsequent scores, and health care assistants sometimes failed to report scores to registered nurses - highlighting the need to educate staff about the importance of both recording and acting upon MEWS scores.